


The ECTC standards are based on the premise that the domains are inter-related so that indicators of competency development overlap within and across domains.  Therefore, monitoring competency development is broader and more complex than end of course evaluation alone as a measure of competence.  Key assessments are measures of one or more strand of competencies.  The competency is developed over time across more than one course and experience.  Programs are to develop a minimum of 5 key assessments.  Please complete the chart below and include material that describes the assessment and the rubrics used for evaluating students.  Duplicate this chart as needed.
	Key Assessment Title
	When Administered in Planned Program
	NAEYC Standards and Supportive Skills Addressed
	Plan for review of assessment instrument and use of data

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


The Language and Literacy Proficiency assessment is for voluntary use to assist instructors with identifying student need for language and literacy proficiency.  It is recommended that this assessment be utilized at least once prior to the practicum experience. 
Language and Literacy Proficiency for Early Childhood Educators

Code: 
PR – Practiced Regularly    EM – Emerging    ND – Expected but Not Demonstrated 


NA – Not Applicable or Expected

	Competency
	PR
	EM
	ND
	NA

	Uses a variety of language strategies during adult-child interactions:
	
	
	
	

	1. Engages in conversations with children that are developmentally appropriate and understood by participants.
	
	
	
	

	2. Facilitates dialogue between and among children to develop expressive language and thought.
	
	
	
	

	3. Participates in conversations on a variety of topics (using informal, conversational language).
	
	
	
	

	4. Participates in conversations regarding conceptual understandings and materials (introducing appropriate formal/literate language).
	
	
	
	

	5. Explains accurate meanings of new and or complex ideas using appropriate level of language for young children.
	
	
	
	

	6. Introduces concepts and materials using accurate, content specific language.
	
	
	
	

	7. Uses learner appropriate vocabulary to describe and narrate.
	
	
	
	

	8. Uses learner appropriate vocabulary to express ideas clearly.
	
	
	
	

	9. Poses questions that engage children and elicit interaction.
	
	
	
	

	10. Uses language that encourages and supports children’s problem solving.
	
	
	
	


	Demonstrates positive listening skills:
	
	
	
	

	11. Clarifies own or others meanings by rewording. 
	
	
	
	

	12. Elaborates children’s ideas or descriptions by restating and extending comments with descriptive vocabulary.
	
	
	
	

	13. Provides responses to children’s questions in appropriate, clear language.
	
	
	
	

	Creates a safe environment for language development:
	
	
	
	

	14. Makes eye contact at the children’s level.
	
	
	
	

	15. Is enthusiastic and welcoming.
	
	
	
	

	16. Initiates and actively engages with all children (i.e. goes to where children are and speaks with them).
	
	
	
	

	17. Creates secure and predictable learning environment that supports opportunities for children to communicate with one another and adults.
	
	
	
	

	18. Builds upon the child’s home language.
	
	
	
	

	19. Shows respect for the values, attitudes, expectations and cultures of the individual children.
	
	
	
	

	Demonstrates appropriate adult-adult interactions:
	
	
	
	

	20. Acknowledges parents and staff appropriately.
	
	
	
	

	21. Communicates professionally with other staff about the needs of the children and the classroom.
	
	
	
	


	Uses language correctly:
	
	
	
	

	22. Uses correct English grammar.
	
	
	
	

	23. Speaks with somewhat more complex sentence structure than young children.
	
	
	
	

	24. Speaks clearly with appropriate tone and inflection.
	
	
	
	

	25. Uses clear pronunciation.
	
	
	
	

	26. Speaks with appropriate fluency.
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