


Practicum Requirements for Connecticut ECTC Program Approval

The Practicum is a key component of both two-year and four-year programs.  Therefore, the Standards Committee has made recommendations for practicum experiences at both the associate and bachelor’s degree levels.  The recommendations also address how the practicum experience at the two-year level should be considered in transfer to a four-year program.  The goal is that culminating practicum experiences will be both consistent and of high quality, as well as provide a way for those working in the field and studying part-time to complete a meaningful practicum experience.

Since field experiences and practica are critical to understanding your program, please fill out the chart at the end of this section.
Key Definitions

“Fieldwork” means observations and on-site experiences in early childhood program settings to gain real-life experience and knowledge.

"Student Practicum" means a supervised classroom experience in an approved early childhood program setting, structured to provide opportunities to meet the CT ECTC competencies.

Associate Degree Requirements

Prerequisite to Practicum

· Students must have successfully completed all required courses and all required competencies must be met prior to the culminating practicum.
· Students will have demonstrated competency on Key Assessments (other than those associated with the practicum) prior to the practicum experience. 

These competencies are outlined across the following 7 Domains:  
· Child development and learning (including early language and literacy)

· Family and community relationships

· Observing, documenting, & assessing to support young children and families
· Teaching & learning

· Using developmentally effective approaches

· Using content knowledge to build meaningful curriculum

· Becoming a professional

(Level A competencies identified in the CT ECTC Standards document.)
Hours Required

· 100 hours of fieldwork prior to the practicum

· 200 hours for a culminating practicum 

Age Groupings Possible

· Infant and/or toddler

· Preschool through kindergarten

· If the program seeks to offer both age groupings for the ECTC, the student will need to engage in  practicum work in both infant/toddler and preschool/kindergarten 
· For example, it is recommended for students who have room in their planned program to complete a 200 hour practicum at the infant/toddler level and a 200 practicum at the preschool level.

· If students do not have room in their planned program for two complete practicum experiences then a total of 300 hours of practicum experience between the two age groups is an option.  For example, a 200 hour practicum at the preschool level and a 100 hour practicum at the Infant/Toddler level.
Placements

· NAEYC center-based accredited programs http://www.naeyc.org/accreditation/search  
· Head Start center-based approved programs with no deficiencies
· Kindergarten - NAEYC approved programs

· Kindergarten - CAIS approved programs http://www.caisct.org/RelId/33637/ISvars/default/Home.htm 
Note: NEASC is not recognized as an approval system for early childhood placements
Bachelor’s Degree Requirements

Prerequisite to Practicum
· Students must have successfully completed all required courses and all required competencies must be met prior to the culminating practicum.
· Students will have demonstrated competency on Key Assessments (other than those associated with the practicum) prior to the practicum experience. 

(Level B competencies identified in the CT ECTC Standards document.)
Hours Required 
· For transfer students with the Level A Credential, only one additional practicum experience is required.  That additional culminating student teaching practicum at the four-year institution will require a minimum of 200 hours.

· For the four-year degree student with no transfer degree in ECE and no Level A Credential, two practicum experiences are needed.  The first experience requires a minimum of 200 total hours. The second experience will also require a minimum of 200 hours.

· Field experience will be included as part of course requirements and will be instituted as appropriate to each approved program.

Age Groupings Possible

· Infant and/or toddler

· Preschool through kindergarten

Placements
Pre-practicum and culminating practicum experiences shall not be conducted in any one single location.  For example, if the culminating practicum experience is planned for an NAEYC center-based program then the pre-practicum should be planned in a different setting such as Head Start, a public school Pre-k or Kindergarten, or a different NAEYC center-based program than the culminating practicum.  
· NAEYC center-based accredited programs http://www.naeyc.org/accreditation/search  
· Head Start center-based approved programs with no deficiencies
· Kindergarten - NAEYC approved programs

· Kindergarten - CAIS approved programs http://www.caisct.org/RelId/33637/ISvars/default/Home.htm 
Note: NEASC is not recognized as an approval system for early childhood placement.
Additional Implementation Considerations for Practicum Experiences at the Students’ Worksite
An examination of workforce data, as well as data on graduates from our early childhood programs, indicate that many students are employed in an early childhood setting while completing a degree.   These students depend on this income to support their families. Therefore, the Committee looked at models in other states to allow students to continue employment while completing a practicum.  Based on this review, the Standards Committee is recommending that students be allowed to complete the practicum experience at their worksite if the site meets the placement criteria.  In such a situation, an external mentor, who will make program/classroom visits, needs to be included in the supervision process.   External mentors can be hired by the college or university using them for this special supervision and must be given special training.  (This will apply to both associate and bachelor’s level programs).  The outside mentor will help to ensure fairness during the practicum experience since the person with whom the student teaches or for whom the student works will not be the individual doing the supervision and assessment.  Along with this special practicum supervision, the student might be enrolled in a section of the practicum course with other students completing the practicum at their worksites.  It is recommended that if the student is conducting practicum work at their place of employment that the student is provided opportunities to work with children other than those in the classroom assigned for employment.  Additional funding will be needed and might be acquired through student fees, state funding or a combination of these funding mechanisms. 
ECTC Field Work Chart
Please indicate the following information for all courses in the program that require fieldwork as part of the course requirements.  Duplicate chart as needed.
	Course
	# of Field Hours
	Assignment/Assessment
	Fieldwork Focus

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	


Practicum Partnership Agreements

Please provide a copy of any partnership agreements between the institution and the fieldwork or practicum sites.  Agreements should outline roles and responsibilities of the student, institution, and the partner site.
	1
	Connecticut Office of Early Childhood REV 10/17


	5
	Connecticut Office of Early Childhood REV 10/17



